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�(GLWRUȆV�QRWH��6LQFH�������D�VHULHV�RI�LQWHUYLHZV�KDV�EHHQ�
conducted by the members of the Institute of Humanities 
IRU�8QLࡼFDWLRQ��,+8��#�.RQNXN�8QLYHUVLW\�ZLWK�WKH�PRVW�
prominent thinkers, researchers, and policy-makers 
whose thought, research, or professional achievements 
in dealing with the issues of inter-Korean division and 
reconciliation have a special connection to the conceptual and 
PHWKRGRORJLFDO�DGYDQFHPHQW�RI�+XPDQLWLHV�IRU�8QLࡼFDWLRQ��
The IHU published these interviews in +DQȆJXN�FKLVĐQJJZDĮL�
t’ongil taedam >8QLࡼFDWLRQ�'LVFXVVLRQV�ZLWK�.RUHDȆV�
(UXGLWH�6FKRODUV@�LQ�������7KH�HGLWRULDO�ERDUG�RI�S/N Korean 
Humanities is pleased to publish their translations in English 
VWDUWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�0DUFK������LVVXH��%\�PDNLQJ�WKHLU�LQVLJKWV�
available in English, the IHU hopes to engage with a wider 
international readership in future discussions on inter-Korean 
GLYLVLRQ�DQG�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�KXPDQLWLHV�SHUVSHFWLYH��
Relying on the humanities will allow us to contemplate the 
SDVW��SUHVHQW��DQG�IXWXUH�RI�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�DV�D�process led by all 
Korean people including the Korean diaspora, which is a shift 
from focusing on the political elites, systems, and institutions 
RI�MXVW�6RXWK�RU�1RUWK�.RUHD��7R�PDUN�WKH�ODXQFK�RI�WKH�QHZ�
section, we began with an interview with the renowned 
KLVWRULDQ�'U��.DQJ�0DQ�JLO��7KH�VHFRQG�LQ�WKH�VHULHV�LQ�WKH�
FXUUHQW�LVVXH�SUHVHQWV�DQ�LQWHUYLHZ�ZLWK�'U��3DLN�1DN�FKXQJ��
RQH�RI�.RUHDȆV�PRVW�HORTXHQW�SROLWLFDO�DQG�FXOWXUDO�FULWLFV��
'U��3DLN�1DN�FKXQJ�LV�PRVW�GLVWLQFWLYHO\�UHFRJQL]HG�IRU�
elucidating the structural dimensions of the Korean problem 
ZLWK�WKH�QRWLRQ�RI�WKH�ȉGLYLVLRQ�V\VWHP�Ȋ�

Paik Nak-chung’s Theory of National 
Literature, Division System, and 
Transformative Centrism (“Middle Way”) 

Initiation of the Division System
.LP� ,W�LV�D�JUHDW�KRQRU�WR�PHHW�\RX��0\�QDPH�LV�.LP�

Sung-Min, Director of the Institute of Humanities for 
8QLࡼFDWLRQ��,+8��DW�.RQNXN�8QLYHUVLW\��2QFH�DJDLQ��,�
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ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�WKDQN�\RX�IRU�MRLQLQJ�WKLV�FRQYHUVDWLRQ��
To many people in Korean society, including myself, 
\RXU�ERRNV�KDYH�SUHVHQWHG�QXPHURXV�FUXFLDO�WRSLFV��
These days, however, I strongly believe that it is 
important to listen to you directly rather than relying 
solely on printed books, as you are a living witness of 
the turbulent modern history of Korea and an elder 
ZKR�KDV�FRQWLQXHG�WR�VSHDN�RXW�LQ�WKH�DFDGHPH�

3DLN��� 1RW�DW�DOO��,�IHHO�\RX�KDYH�RYHUHVWLPDWHG�PH��EXW�,�DP�
JUDWHIXO�IRU�\RXU�ZRUGV��

.LP�� 7KHQ�,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�DVN�\RX�D�IHZ�TXHVWLRQV��,�
remember the time when we as students were 
thinking about the current of Korean society and 
focused our academic endeavors on understanding 
the theory of national literature and the division 
V\VWHP��+RZHYHU��,�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�\RXU�WKHRU\�RI�
division system, although it now has a wide range of 
theoretical dimensions, was originally proposed as 
SDUW�RI�WKH�WKHRU\�RI�QDWLRQDO�OLWHUDWXUH��6R�ZKDW�LV�
the ideological link between the theory of national 
literature and the theory of division system? I mean 
PRUH�VSHFLࡼFDOO\��WKH�GLಀHUHQFHV�DQG�FRPPRQDOLWLHV��
for example, between the theory of national literature 
DQG�WKH�WKHRU\�RI�GLYLVLRQ�V\VWHP��,�ZRXOG�DSSUHFLDWH�
\RXU�WKRXJKWV�RQ�WKLV��

3DLN�� <HVࡼ��UVW�RI�DOO��WR�WHOO�\RX�KRZ�LW�KDSSHQHG�DW�D�
personal level, the theory of national literature 
FRPHVࡼ�UVW��DQG�WKH�WKHRU\�RI�GLYLVLRQ�V\VWHP�LV�
VXEVHTXHQW��+RZHYHU��DV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�LGHRORJ\��WKH\�
are not exactly separate, in my personal history, I 
cannot exactly pinpoint when the theory of national 
literature ended, and when the theory of division 
V\VWHP�EHJDQ��2I�FRXUVH��,�JUDGXDOO\�HPSOR\HG�WKH�
term “national literature” less and became more 
focused on developing the concept of division system 
DV�WLPH�SURJUHVVHG��+RZHYHU��ZLWKLQ�WKH�IUDPHZRUN�
emerged transformative centrism (“Middle Way”) vis-
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à-vis the work on the division system, as perhaps a 
SUDFWLFDO�SDWK��7KH�LQWHJUDWLRQ�RI�YDULRXV�UHIRUPDWLYH�
and transformative lines in our society, which this 
transformational centrism (“Middle Way”) theory 
espouses, is actually an idea I presented as part of 
the theory of national literature before I developed 
WKH�WKHRU\�RI�GLYLVLRQ�V\VWHP��7R�EH�VSHFLࡼF��,�ZURWH�
WKH�DUWLFOH�ȉ8QLࡼFDWLRQ�0RYHPHQW�DQG�/LWHUDWXUHȊ�
LQ�������D�OLWWOH�DIWHU�WKH�-XQH�'HPRFUDF\�0RYHPHQW��
In it, I discussed various literary topics, reviewed a 
few works, and in the conclusion, wrote a section 
titled “Three Perspectives on Post-June Democracy 
0RYHPHQW�Ȋ�7R�EH�FOHDUHU�DERXW�WKH�ȉWKUHH�
SHUVSHFWLYHV�Ȋࡼ�UVW��WKHUH�DUH�ELIXUFDWHG�OLQHV�ZLWKLQ�
the radical movement, namely the so-called NL and 
3'��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKHVH�WZR��,�PHQWLRQHG�PRGHUDWH�
reformism, or liberal reform, which the radicals 
had rejected as mere reformism, and argued for 
WKH�QHFHVVLW\�RI�FRPELQLQJ�DOO�WKUHHȂ1/��3'��DQG�
PRGHUDWH�UHIRUPLVPȂLQ�DSSURDFK��7KDW�LV��VR�WR�
speak, the beginning of the idea of the “Combination 
RI�7KUHHȊ�IRU�WUDQVIRUPDWLYH�FHQWULVP��ȉ0LGGOH�:D\Ȋ���
Commonly, the claim was that NL and PD must again 
EH�FRPELQHG��,Q�FRQWUDVW��,�DUJXHG�WKDW�WKH�HಀRUW�
to again combine NL and PD would be unfruitful, 
and that doing so would fail to solve the division 
RU�GRPHVWLF�SUREOHPV��DV�VXFK��VR�,�IRUZDUGHG�WKH�
LGHD�RI�WKH�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�WKUHH��7KLV�ZDV�DFWXDOO\�
EHIRUH�,�EHJDQ�WR�HQJDJH�LQ�WKH�IXOOࡽ�HGJHG�GHEDWH�
RQ�WKH�GLYLVLRQ��7KHUH�LV�QR�HQG�WR�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�
FRQQHFWLRQ�RU�GLಀHUHQFHV��EXW�,�WKLQN�LW�ZLOO�QRW�EH�
interesting to talk about this for too long from the 
RXWVHW��VR�,�ZLOO�VWRS�P\VHOI�KHUH��,I�\RX��3URIHVVRU�
Kim, want to comment at this point, I would like 
UDWKHU�WR�OLVWHQ�

Kim  I will ask you again toward the end of our 
conversation, but you mentioned the distinctive 
concepts of the global system, the North-South system 
of the Korean peninsula, and the division system 
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between the two Koreas, discussed by Immanuel 
:DOOHUVWHLQ��7KHVH�WKUHH�V\VWHPV�DQG�KLHUDUFK\�
DSSHDU�WR�EH�IRXU�GLVSDUDWH�FDWHJRULHV��,Q�ZKDW�\RX�
KDYH�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�WHUPV�RI�VSHFLࡼF�VRFLDO�UHDOLWLHV�DQG�
historical perception, all contradictions have been 
entangled, and even though these contradictions 
cannot be resolved by basic concepts such as 
class and ethno-nationality, I do believe that such 
endeavors have been concentrated upon the concepts 
IURP�WKH�HDUO\�WR�PLG�����V��,Q�VXFK�D�PLOLHX��,�WKLQN�
that what you have proposed, namely that “Division 
is no longer a contradiction, but a system,” has 
appropriately explained the social and historical 
SHUFHSWLRQV�WR�WKH�SUHVHQW��:RXOG�LW�EH�UHDVRQDEOH�IRU�
us to interpret what you called the “system of division 
contradiction” as we do now?

3DLN�� <HV��+RZHYHU��\RX�PHQWLRQHG�WKDW�WKH�JOREDO�V\VWHP�
DQG�KLHUDUFK\�DUH�GLಀHUHQW"

.LP�� <HV��

3DLN�� ,�WKLQN�WKDW�LV�D�FUXFLDO�SRLQW��,I�WKHUH�DUH�D�JOREDO�
system and a decentralized system based on the 
FRQFHSW�RI�KLHUDUFK\��RQH�LV�IRUFHG�WR�FKRRVH�RQH��
And many people, especially social scientists, harbor 
the misunderstanding that the theory of division 
system relegates the global capitalist issue and only 
IRFXVHV�RQ�GLYLVLRQ��7KDW�LV�QRW�WUXH��KRZHYHU��:KDW�
I mean is that although there is a division system, 
it is not a self-completed system, and that there is a 
KLJKHU�KLHUDUFK\��D�KLJKHU�OHYHO�V\VWHP���7KLV�PHDQV�
that it can be used as a conceptual tool to analyze 
WKH�DVSHFWV�PDQLIHVWLQJ�RQ�WKH�.RUHDQ�SHQLQVXOD��
Moreover, I mean the division system as a reality 
in which the global system operates on the Korean 
peninsula, not as a mechanical combination of 
the two systems of North and South Koreas on the 
.RUHDQ�3HQLQVXOD��+RZHYHU��VLQFH�WKH�JOREDO�V\VWHP�
manifests in the milieu of the Korean peninsula, the 
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most important component is that there are the South 
.RUHDQ�V\VWHP�DQG�WKH�1RUWK�.RUHDQ�V\VWHP��,Q�WKLV�
case, the hierarchies of the systems as well as the 
FRQFHSWV�LQKHUHQW�LQ�WKHVH�V\VWHPV�GLಀHU��:H�DOVR�XVH�
the term “regime,” which is a little less self-completed 
WKDQ�WKH�WHUP�ȉV\VWHP�Ȋ�'HSHQGLQJ�RQ�KRZ�ZH�
view it, the division system may be said to a regime 
rather than a system, but if we use the English term 
“division regime,” would this not be read as “divided 
government”? This is why I translated it as “division 
V\VWHP�Ȋ�DQG�LW�GRHV�QRW�PDNH�WRR�PXFK�GLಀHUHQFH�LI�
\RX�WKLQN�WKHUH�DUH�V\VWHPV�WKDW�DUH�GLಀHUHQW�V\VWHPV�
ZLWK�GLVSDUDWH�KLHUDUFKLHV�DQG�VHOI�FRPSOHWLRQ�

.LP�� <RX�KDYH�UHDOO\�FODULࡼHG�FRQFHSWXDOO\�ȉUHJLPHȊ�
and “system,” but I think some kind of internal 
mechanism wherein a system can operate must 
EH�VDWLVࡼHG�EHIRUH�RQH�FDQ�DSSO\�D�V\VWHP�DV�
FRQFHSWXDOL]HG��<RX�KDYH�FRQWLQXHG�WR�WHOO�XV�WKURXJK�
various writings and lectures, but in your writings, 
you have said that because the Korean peninsula 
is divided, and that because it is a division system, 
North Korea cannot realize complete socialism in 
the North, and South Korea cannot realize complete 
OLEHUDO�GHPRFUDF\��,Q�WKDW�VHQVH��,�GR�QRW�NQRZ�LI�RQH�
can view as interchangeable the concept of a system 
DQG�FRQWUDGLFWLRQ�

3DLN�� <HV��LQ�IDFW��FRQWUDGLFWLRQ�LV�LQKHUHQW�LQ�DQ\�V\VWHP��
There must be numerous contradictions, and as one 
or some of them prove more important than others, 
I do not think it is necessary to discard the term 
“division contradiction” so long as it is stringently 
VWLSXODWHG�DQG�FDUHIXOO\�HPSOR\HG��$V�,�VDLG�EHIRUH��
the moment we use such a term, it is as though 
disturbing a beehive, and if we change the metaphor, 
ZH�IDOO�LQWR�D�VZDPS��7KLV�LV�ZK\�ZH�GR�QRW�XVH�WKH�
WHUP��
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Kim  You talked about the theory of national literature 
even before the introduction of the theory of division 
system, but in fact, the latter has deepened in its 
FRQWHQW�DORQJVLGH�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�HEE�DQGࡽ�RZ�RI�
PRGHUQ�.RUHDQ�KLVWRU\�VLQFH�LWࡼ�UVW�HPHUJHG�DV�
D�WKHRU\�RI�GLYLVLRQ�FRQWUDGLFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�PLG���V�
WKURXJK�WKH�GHEDWH�RYHU�VRFLDO�VWUXFWXUH��,�WKLQN�WKHUH�
is an intimate relationship between your theory of 
division system and the development of modern 
.RUHDQ�KLVWRU\��:KDW�DUH�VRPH�RI�WKH�HYHQWV�WKDW�
KDYH�DಀHFWHG�WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�WKHRU\�RI�GLYLVLRQ�
V\VWHP�VLQFH�WKH�����V�DQG�ZKDW�VSHFLࡼFDOO\�DUH�WKHLU�
HಀHFWV"

Paik  Though it is not based directly on a historical event, 
I had argued in the article I mentioned earlier that 
we should review the three existing perspectives and 
FRPELQH�WKHP�SRVW�-XQH�'HPRFUDF\�0RYHPHQW��$QG�
the following year or so, the article was published in 
a book called 7KH�1HZ�6WDJH�RI�1DWLRQDO�/LWHUDWXUH��
After the June Democracy Movement, our society 
and our literature entered a new stage, and I began 
to believe that we should self-reform and develop 
DFFRUGLQJO\��7KHUHDIWHU��WKHࡼ�HOG�RI�VRFLDO�VFLHQFH�
began the debate over social structure, with which I 
GLG�QRWࡼ�QG�VLPSDWLFR��0RUHRYHU��LQ�WKH�HDUO\�����V��
*HUPDQ\�ZDV�XQLࡼHG�DQG�WKH�VRFLDOLVW�EORF�EDVLFDOO\�
collapsed, right? Looking at such realities, many have 
come to think that the explanation or analysis based 
RQ�RUWKRGR[�0DU[LVP�/HQLQLVP�LV�LQDSSURSULDWH��
Those who had high expectations of the existing 
socialist bloc were discouraged and changed their 
course, but I myself had never considered using 
the Soviet Union or North Korea as a model while 
arguing for national literature and pursuing popular 
OLWHUDWXUH�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�����V��%DVHG�RQ�WKH�UHDOLW\�
of the South Korean people, I thought of a project 
that would start from said reality, but would also 
encompass the entire Korean peninsula as well as 
the people of the third world, and by means of which 
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MRLQLQJ�WKH�UDQNV�RI�ZRUOG�OLWHUDWXUH��7KDW�LV�ZK\�
I was less perturbed by such large-scale historical 
events, and in some sense, held conviction that I was 
moving in the right direction and that I needed to 
FRQWLQXH�WR�GHYHORS�LW�

.LP�� 2XU�,QVWLWXWH�IXOO\�DJUHHV�ZLWK�\RX��%XW�WR�EH�PRUH�
precise, as you said earlier, the division system is not 
part of the usual Cold War system, but a sub-system 
of the global capitalist system, in that imperialist 
hegemony operates more unilaterally and the 
division system materializes the contradictions of the 
JOREDO�FDSLWDOLVW�V\VWHP�PRUH�GHHSO\�DQG�GLYHUVHO\��
And this position has been criticized by many since 
WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�

3DLN�� 7KHࡼ�UVW�SRLQW�RI�FULWLFLVP�LV�KRZ�WKH�GLYLVLRQ�V\VWHP�
FDQ�UHQGHUHG�D�ȉV\VWHP�Ȋ�+RZHYHU��WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�
system encompasses diverse systems, such as the 
solar system, the global system, and others, and there 
are numerous meanings that can be changed or 
DGGHG�WR�WKH�FRQFHSW��,Q�WKLV�UHJDUG��WKHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�
wrong with establishing the idea of a division 
system and arguing that it presents a diversity of 
V\VWHPDWLF�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV��6RPH�SHRSOH�FULWLFL]HG�
me for not understanding what a system is because 
,�DP�D�VFKRODU�RI�OLWHUDWXUH��$QG�RI�FRXUVH��,�ZURWH�
FRXQWHUDUJXPHQWV��:KDW�LV�PRUH�FRPPRQ�LV�WKH�
theory of reduction of division, which is the argument 
that division is the origin of all that is wrong, and 
PDQ\�DFFXVHG�PH�RI�VXFK�DQ�RYHUVLPSOLࡼHG�UHOLDQFH�
RQ�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�.RUHDQ�SHQLQVXOD��2I�FRXUVH��
even if the common problems of capitalism are 
being realized on the Korean peninsula, we need to 
note that when they do materialize on the Korean 
peninsula, they do so in face of the distinct reality 
of division and the unique division system, and 
EHFDXVH�RI�WKLV��LW�PDNHV�LW�GLࡺFXOW�WR�FRPSDUH�
VXFK�PDQLIHVWDWLRQV�ZLWK�WKRVH�LQ�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV��
However, I never thought division was the root of all 
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WKH�SUREOHPV��,�KDYH�UHSHDWHGO\�VDLG�WKDW�WKH�WKHRU\�
of division is not based on the idea that division is the 
root of all problems, but such claims will continue to 
EH�ORGJHG�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH���/DXJKWHU�

The Problem of the Combination of the 
8QLࢉFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�.RUHDQ�3HQLQVXOD�DQG�
the East Asian Order

Kim  It appears that we will need to study more in-depth 
WR�UHIXWH�\RXU�WKHRU\���/DXJKV��,�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�
situation wherein when you named the system 
ȉGLYLVLRQ�V\VWHP�Ȋ�\RX�UHDOO\�KDG�QR�FKRLFH��3OHDVH�
allow me to ask you another question in a slightly 
GLಀHUHQW�YHLQ��<RX�KDYH�VWUHVVHG�WKH�QHHG�IRU�D�
systematic perception of East Asia as the medium 
because the division system is incorporated into the 
sub-system of the global system through this medium 
RI�(DVW�$VLD��$QG�RYHU�WKH�ODVW�WZHQW\�\HDUV��WKHUH�KDV�
EHHQ�D�SOHWKRUD�RI�WDONV�DERXW�WKH�WKHRU\�RI�(DVW�$VLD��
What is the intermediary role of East Asia between 
the division system and the global system? Should we 
not prioritize the relationship between the division 
system and the East Asian regional order rather than 
the global capitalist system?

3DLN�� /HW�PH�WKHQ�DVN�\RX�D�TXHVWLRQ��,�KDG�VDLG�WKDW�WKHUH�
is a division system on the Korean peninsula, which 
LV�RQ�D�GLಀHUHQW�OHYHO�WKDQ�WKDW�RI�WKH�JOREDO�V\VWHP��
but do you think there is an East Asian system?

Kim  I consider whether the East Asian system may be 
Dࡽ�XLG�FRQFHSW��EXW�LI�(DVW�$VLD�HPHUJHG�LQ�RXU�
perspective after the fall of real socialism, rather 
than a solid geopolitical concept, I don’t know if the 
(DVW�$VLDQ�V\VWHP�ZLOO�EHFRPH�VROLGLࡼHG�DV�DQ�DFWXDO�
ȉV\VWHP�Ȋ
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Paik  As I said before, I think there is freedom in using the 
WHUP�ȉV\VWHPȊ�LI�RQH�GHࡼQHV�LW�LQ�RQHȆV�RZQ�ZD\�DQG�
XVHV�LW�FRQVLVWHQWO\�DQG�DFFXUDWHO\��+RZHYHU��DV�IRU�
East Asia, I do not see that there is a regional order 
ZHOO�HVWDEOLVKHG�HQRXJK�WR�FDOO�LW�D�V\VWHP�\HW��7KH�
Korean peninsula is complicated and geographically 
GHࡼQHG��7KHUH�DUH�DOVR�WZR�QDWLRQV�RQ�LW��ZLWK�
surrounding context, and a basic functioning of the 
global system, which all contribute to the appropriate 
DSSOLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�WHUP�ȉV\VWHP�Ȋ�:KHQ�LW�FRPHV�
WR�(DVW�$VLD��KRZHYHU��LWV�ERXQGV�DUH�XQFOHDU��)RU�
example, whereas we see China as a member of 
East Asia, the Chinese do not use the term East Asia 
PXFK�DW�DOO�DQG�LQVWHDG�UHO\�RQ�WKH�WHUP�ȉ$VLD�Ȋ�7KHQ��
there are many intellectuals who consider East Asia 
DV�OLPLWHG�WR�1RUWKHDVW�&KLQD��,Q�IDFW��VKRXOG�WKH�
Xinjiang-Uygur region be considered part of East 
Asia, especially considering the region both culturally 
and geographically? China also shares its borders 
ZLWK�6RXWK�$VLD��(YHQ�VR��,�WKLQN�WKHUH�LV�D�JRRG�
reason to treat China as East Asia, but I still do not 
WKLQN�WKH�WHUP�ȉV\VWHPȊ�LV�DSSURSULDWH��6R�KRZ�PXFK�
East Asia is intwined in the discussion of the division 
system? As I said earlier, the division system is not 
D�VHOI�FRPSOHWLQJ�V\VWHP��0RUHRYHU��LW�LV�QRW�MXVW�D�
combinatory unit of two societies, namely South 
and North Koreas, but a reality in which the global 
V\VWHP�RSHUDWHV�LQ�DQG�DURXQG�WKH�.RUHDQ�SHQLQVXOD��
To address this, humanities scholars sometimes use 
WKH�ZRUG��WH[WȊȂLW�LV�QRW�Dࡼ�[HG�PDVV��EXW�D�NLQG�RI�
WH[W��,I�D�ȉWH[W�Ȋ�WKHQ�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�SRZHUV�DQG�WKH�
QDWLRQV�DUH�QDWXUDOO\�LQYROYHG��:H�KDYH�WR�MXGJH�E\�
case and by time period which region in East Asia is 
LQYROYHG�DQG�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�WKH�LPSDFW�

Kim  So, despite the fact that there is, of course, a 
mediatory nature of East Asia, there is nothing to call 
an East Asian system vis-à-vis the global system?
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3DLN�� 7KHUH�LV�GHࡼQLWHO\�D�FRPPXQDO�FRQWH[W�RU�D�UHJLRQDO�
order in East Asia, though sometimes it is referred to 
DV�ȉUHJLRQDO�GLVRUGHU�Ȋ�:KDW�LV�FOHDU�LV�WKDW�ZH�FDQQRW�
discuss the division system without considering 
WKH�FRPPXQDO�FRQWH[W�DQG�WKH�UHJLRQDO�RUGHU��,Q�
DGGLWLRQ��ZH�FDQQRWࡼ�QG�D�ZD\�WR�RYHUFRPH�WKH�
GLYLVLRQ�V\VWHP�ZLWKRXW�VXFK�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV��$V�VXFK��
I view it as only natural to think about and research 
(DVW�$VLD�DQG�WR�LQWHUDFW�DQG�XQLWH�ZLWKLQ�(DVW�$VLD�

Kim  Now that you’ve mentioned it, what do you think the 
role of East Asia is when you talk about what we need 
to pursue in terms of the process or goal vis-à-vis 
ZKDW�\RX�FDOO�ȉXQLࡼFDWLRQ�DV�WKH�SUHVHQW�SURJUHVVLYHȊ�
and a multi-state?

Paik  The perspective that moving toward a multi-state 
rather than a single-state is inevitable is primarily 
FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�WKH�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�.RUHDQ�
SHQLQVXOD��7KRXJK�D�FRORQ\��1RUWK�DQG�6RXWK�H[LVWHG�
DV�RQH�XQLࡼHG�QDWLRQ�XQWLO�������%HIRUH�EHFRPLQJ�D�
colony, Korea, though not a modern nation-state, had 
PDLQWDLQHG�D�VLQJOH�SROLWLFDO�V\VWHP�IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH��
As such, when most people on the Korean peninsula 
ZHUH�OLEHUDWHG�LQ�������WKH\�VRXJKW�WR�EXLOG�D�XQLࡼHG�
QDWLRQ��EXW�ZHUH�WKZDUWHG��6LQFH�LW�KDV�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�
more than seventy years, it is practically impossible 
for the two Koreas to merge into a single nation 
dreamt of at the time, and there is also the question 
RI�WKH�DSSURSULDWHQHVV�RI�VXFK�XQLࡼFDWLRQ��2I�FRXUVH��
one could argue that though initially impossible and 
XQGHVLUDEOH��VLQJOH�VWDWH�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�LV�XOWLPDWHO\�WKH�
JRDO��+RZHYHU��,�GRQȆW�WKLQN�LW�LV�WKH�VLQJOH�VWDWH��LQ�
other words a modern independent nation with its 
particular sovereignty, is the ideal political form that 
SHRSOH�DUH�QRZ�SXUVXLQJ��,Q�WKDW�VHQVH��ZH�FRXOG�
leave the form as an option should the people of 
the Korean peninsula decide later that they prefer 
XQLࡼFDWLRQ�YLD�DFKLHYLQJ�D�VLQJOH�VWDWH��EXW�DW�WKH�
moment, it may be better to stop insisting on this 
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IRUP��,�EHOLHYH�LW�ULJKW�WR�SXUVXH�GLಀHUHQW�IRUPV�VXFK�
as federation or union before seeking to become 
D�VLQJOH�VWDWH��%H\RQG�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�.RUHDQ�
peninsula, even from the perspective of countries 
surrounding East Asia, the single-state may be viewed 
DV�XQGHVLUDEOH��7KHUH�DUH�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�UHOXFWDQW�
DERXW�XQLࡼFDWLRQ��EXW�WKH\�FDQ�XVXDOO\�WROHUDWH�
WKH�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�WKURXJK�ORRVH�ERQGV��+RZHYHU��
they, particularly Japan, will be extremely wary of 
XQLࡼFDWLRQ�EH\RQG�VXFK�OLPLWDWLRQ��$QG�VLQFH�WKHUH�LV�
the problem of ethnic Korean-Chinese in Korea, China 
ZRXOG�QRW�ZDQW�VXFK�D�XQLࡼHG�QDWLRQ�VLWXDWHG�DFURVV�
IURP�LWV�QRUWKHDVWHUQ�UHJLRQ��6LQFH�WKH�8�6��LV�IDU�
away and powerful, it may support a pro-American 
single-state that puts pressure upon China, but the 
PRUH�WKH�8�6��VXSSRUWV�VXFK�D�VWDWH��WKH�PRUH�5XVVLD�
DQG�&KLQD�ZLOO�GHVSLVH�WKH�VLQJOH�VWDWH��$OO�RI�WKHVH�
are the reasons that I believe we should start with a 
very loose union and gradually increase the degree of 
XQLW\�

Overcoming the Division System and 
&OXHV�IRU�WKH�8QLࢉFDWLRQ�0RYHPHQW�

Kim  I would like to continue with your inquiries about 
WKH�WKHRU\�RI�GLYLVLRQ�V\VWHP��7KHUH�LV�WKH�WKHRU\�
of reduction of division in the position challenging 
your theory, but there has also been criticism that 
all problems in our society, such as regionalism and 
VH[LVP��KDYH�EHHQ�DWWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�GLYLVLRQ�V\VWHP��
What are your thoughts on this issue?

3DLN�� ,�GRQȆW�NQRZ���/DXJKV��,VQȆW�WKHUH�D�YDULHW\�RI�UHDVRQV�
for such problems as regionalism and sexism? When 
ZH�DWWHPSW�WR�KLVWRULFL]H�WKHP��ZH�PXVWࡼ�UVWࡼ�QG�
such elements in our own tradition, but I do not 
agree with unconditionally attributing sexism, for 
H[DPSOH��WR�&RQIXFLDQ�SDWULDUFKDOLVP��&RQIXFLDQ�
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patriarchalism posited numerous problems, but it 
ZDV�QRW�DV�K\SRFULWLFDO�DV�WRGD\ȆV�VH[LVP��$V�VXFK��
we have to look for the origin within our history 
DQG�SUHVHQW�D�YLVLRQ�WR�RYHUFRPH�LW��:H�DOVR�KDYH�WR�
H[DPLQH�LW�FULWLFDOO\�WR�HVWDEOLVK�RXU�SRVLWLRQ��1H[W��
sexism is rampant throughout the world, not just 
LQ�.RUHD��WKRXJK�WR�GLಀHUHQW�H[WHQWV��7KLV�LV�ZK\�,�
think sexism is related to the essential nature of the 
JOREDO�FDSLWDOLVW�V\VWHP��7KH�VWDUW�RI�WKH�FDSLWDOLVW�
modern era put into motion manifestation of ideas 
such as equality of all people, egalitarianism before 
WKH�ODZ��JHQGHU�HTXDOLW\��DQG�VR�RQ��)RU�H[DPSOH��
though it took an extremely long time for women 
WR�YRWH��QRZ�ZRPHQ
V�VXಀUDJH�LV�OHJDOO\�UHFRJQL]HG�
and the ideology of gender equality is advocated 
LQ�YLUWXDOO\�DOO�PRGHUQ�QDWLRQV��%XW�,�DOVR�VXVSHFW�
that it will take even longer for the ideology to be 
PDQLIHVW�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��,W�DSSHDUV�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�DQ�
inherent contradiction between ideologies and the 
essential nature of capitalism, so these are problems 
WKDW�FDSLWDOLVP�FDQQRW�VROYH��,Q�DQ\�FDVH��ZH�KDYH�
to try, and as long as the problems are not resolved 
ZLWKLQ�WKH�JOREDO�V\VWHP��WKH\�DUH�ERXQG�WR�DಀHFW�RXU�
society, apart from the question of the source of such 
SUREOHPV�LQ�RXU�RZQ�WUDGLWLRQ��%XW�ZKDW�,�ZDQW�WR�
emphasize here is that in our response, we need to 
be mindful of how the reality of the division system 
functions as a medium in the process of adjoining 
our traditions with the problems of the global system,  
DQG�WKDW�ZH�PXVWࡼ�JXUH�RXW�H[DFWO\�ZKLFK�DVSHFWV�
DUH�WUDQVIRUPHG��GLVWRUWHG��DQG�HYHQ�GHWHULRUDWHG��
,�KDYH�WDONHG�DERXW�WKLV�LQWHUPLWWHQWO\��,�KDYH�DOVR�
VDLG�ZH�VKRXOG�QRW�GHࡼQH�&RQIXFLDQ�SDWULDUFK\�DV�
WKH�VROH�VRXUFH�RI�VH[LVP�LQ�RXU�VRFLHW\��+RZHYHU��
I am cautious because I know that I run the risk of 
EHLQJ�DFFXVHG�RI�GHIHQGLQJ�SDWULDUFK\��,�GRQ
W�KDYH�
expertise in that arena, however, so I haven’t engaged 
LQ�IXOOࡽ�HGJHG�GLVFXVVLRQV�
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Kim  What do you think about the textbook claim that it is 
nationalism and Korean-ethno-centrism to argue that 
we should move toward the theory of world peace 
as a universal concept but begin with the theory of 
division system at its center?

Paik  Well, you don’t agree with the argument that 
discussion of the division system excludes such 
general universal problems, do you?

.LP�� 2K��RI�FRXUVH���/DXJKV�

Paik  For example, if we want to know how the problem 
RI�VH[LVP�LQ�WKH�GLYLVLRQ�V\VWHP�VSHFLࡼFDOO\�DSSHDUV��
then we should examine it closely, considering the 
VSHFLࡼF�FRQWH[W�RI�.RUHDQ�VRFLHW\�DQG�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�
SHULRG�LQ�ZKLFK�LW�PDQLIHVWV��,Q�FROODERUDWLQJ�RQ�VXFK�
research, colleagues may criticize that I seem to be 
less interested in women’s or human rights issues 
EHFDXVH�,�DPࡼ�[DWHG�RQ�WKH�SUREOHP�RI�GLYLVLRQ��LQ�
such a case, I can engage in conversations with the 
FULWLFV�WR�FRQࡼUP�ZKHWKHU�WKDW�LV�WUXH��,�FRXOG�HYHQ�
eventually agree with them, or explain in detail my 
SRVLWLRQ��+RZHYHU��LI�WKRVH�VDPH�FULWLFV�DFFXVH�PH�RI�
neglecting general human rights issues, then I would 
rather ignore such an accusation (laughs) and focus 
RQ�P\�ZRUN��

.LP�� <HV��WKDW
V�ULJKW��/HWȆV�PRYH�RQ�WR�WKH�QH[W�TXHVWLRQ��
You said that the division system is not working 
merely on political, military levels, but sickening our 
minds and bodies, and that we need to cultivate the 
“Wisdom of the Middle Way,” or a kind of centrist 
ZLVGRP��&DQ�VXFK�FHQWULVW�ZLVGRP�RYHUFRPH�WKH�
scars, social psychology, and irrational hatred that are 
imprinted physically and psychologically on South 
and North Koreans? 

Paik  I don’t know if I used the term “Wisdom of the Middle 
:D\�Ȋ�,�KDYH�VDLG�WKH�ȉ0LGGOH�:D\Ȋ�DQG�ȉZLVGRP�Ȋ�
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EXW�VHSDUDWHO\��7KH�FRQFHSW�RI�WKH�ȉ0LGGOH�:D\Ȋ�LV�
inherently tied to the same concept in Buddhism as 
ZHOO�DV�WR�WKH�PHGLDOLW\�RI�&RQIXFLDQLVP��+RZHYHU��
DV�\RX�NQRZ��LW�GRHVQȆW�PHDQ�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�VSHFLࡼF�
PLGGOH�SDWK�LQ�DOO�VLWXDWLRQV��5DWKHU��LW�PHDQV�WKDW�
WKHUH�LV�QR�ELDV�LQ�WKH�SXUVXLW�RI�WUXWK�RU�PRUDOLW\��
It’s not easy to actually know what the “Middle Way” 
LV��,Q�%XGGKLVP��WKH�ZD\�1ÃJDUMXQD�SUHDFKHV�WKH�
ȉ0LGGOH�:D\Ȋ�LV�QRW�WR�WHOO�WKH�GLVFLSOHV�WKH�VSHFLࡼFV�
of the “Middle Way,” but to deconstruct the that 
ZKLFK�LV�QRW�WKH�ȉ0LGGOH�ZD\�Ȋ�5DWKHU�WKDQ�DVNLQJ�
what the “Middle Way” is, we should consider what 
deviates from the “Middle Way” to practice the 
ȉ0LGGOH�:D\Ȋ�WR�DFKLHYH�WKH�XOWLPDWH�JRDOV���:LVGRP�
DOVR�HQFRPSDVVHV�PDQ\�GLಀHUHQW�PHDQLQJV��ZLVGRP�
is often referred to as practical wisdom, or as 
VXEWHUIXJH��LQ�D�QHJDWLYH�VHQVH��+RZHYHU��WKH�RULJLQDO�
Buddhist meaning of wisdom is the brightness that 
emerges naturally when one realizes the “Way (Tao)” 
SURSHUO\�RU�OHDUQV�WKH�WUXWK��

 As such, it would be more accurate to say that 
the “Middle Way,” or the center, is not apart from 
wisdom, rather than use the term the “Wisdom of 
WKH�0LGGOH�:D\�Ȋ�,Q�WHUPV�RI�WKH�VWXG\�RI�WKH�PLQG��
actually, religious people who engage in such study 
sometimes only understand it as a discipline apart 
IURP�WKH�FRUSRUHDO��+RZHYHU��LVQ
W�LW�IXQGDPHQWDO�
for Zen monks to discipline their bodies through 
meditation? Study of the mind should always mean 
SK\VLFDO�DQG�PHQWDO�WUDLQLQJ��,�DP�KLJKO\�LQWHUHVWHG�
in Won Buddhism, and in Won Buddhism, central to 
WKH�VWXG\�RI�WKH�PLQG�LV�D�FRQFHSW�FDOOHG�ȉ&KĐQJ�Ȋ�RU�
UHFWLࡼFDWLRQ�HTXDQLPLW\�DQG�WKH�FXOWLYDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
PLQG�WRZDUG�WKLV�HQG��DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��LW�IRFXVHV�
on examination of the logic of all things as well 
DV�SUDFWLFH��([DPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ORJLF�RI�DOO�WKLQJV�
includes not only the understanding of such logic, 
but the production and study of knowledge, which 
LV�ODUJHO\�UHMHFWHG�E\�=HQ�%XGGKLVP��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKH�
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fruit of all of this is the practice of such understanding 
LQ�FKRRVLQJ�EHWZHHQ�MXVWLFH�DQG�LQMXVWLFH��7KHVH�DUH�
the so-called “Three Great Powers,” and studying 
equipped with these “Three Great Powers” is called 
WKH�VWXG\�RI�WKH�PLQG��7KDWȆV�ZK\�LI�ZH�VWXG\�RXU�
minds properly on said level, I think we may be 
able to solve the problems that you, Professor Kim, 
mentioned earlier as well as other problems of 
RXU�UHDOLW\��2WKHUZLVH��VWXG\�RI�WKH�PLQG�IRFXVHG�
solely on the mental will naturally be criticized, as 
the individualist element of such a study appears 
unlikely to solve the problems of division and the gap 
EHWZHHQ�WKH�ULFK�DQG�WKH�SRRU��IRU�H[DPSOH��%XW�DV�,�
said before, to study the mind properly, to walk the 
“Middle Way” with proper wisdom, is to solve such 
SUREOHPV�LQ�UHDOLW\�ȏ�

Kim The Process of Practice!

3DLN�� <HV��LWȆV�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�SUDFWLFH��7KHQ��WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�
how to practice arises, but existing by studying with 
VXFK�TXHVWLRQV�LQ�PLQG�LV�LWVHOI�WKH�VWXG\�RI�WKH�PLQG��

&LYLF�3DUWLFLSDWLRQ�8QLࢉFDWLRQ

Kim  Now that you’ve talked about the transformation of 
Korean society, is it all right to view the citizenry as one 
of the agents of the transformation?

Paik  Who is not a citizen? (Laughs) There are many 
meanings of “citizens,” and in Korea, citizens are 
JHQHUDOO\�UHFRJQL]HG�DV�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�FLWL]HQVKLS��%XW�
when I use the word “citizens,” I think of the citizens 
and residents who exercise their rights as the sovereigns 
RI�D�QDWLRQ��7KHUHIRUH��,�VRPHWLPHV�XVH�WKH�WHUP�ȉSHRSOH�
RQ�WKH�.RUHDQ�SHQLQVXODȊ�LQVWHDG��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�DUH�
PDQ\�RQ�WKH�.RUHDQ�SHQLQVXOD�ZKR�KDYH�GLಀHUHQW�
nationalities, who also have the right to be treated as 
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human beings where they reside, whether they are 
DFWXDO�FLWL]HQV�RU�QRW��,I�WKH\�DUH�GHHSO\�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�
GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�XQLࡼFDWLRQ��LW�FDQ�EHFRPH�DOPRVW�D�IDQWDV\�
novel, but in the sense that they can participate in the 
future and contribute to the decision in this society and 
the entire Korean peninsula in the process of moving 
toward a better society, it is more appropriate to refer 
WR�WKHP�DV�UHVLGHQWV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�FLWL]HQV��$QG�WKHQ��WR�
add to the transformative centrism (“Middle way”), isn’t 
it not common sense to understand transformation 
and the “Middle Way” as opposite concepts? You used 
the word “hierarchy” earlier, but depending on the 
hierarchies of concepts, the extent to which they can 
EH�DSSOLHG�GLಀHUV��7UDQVIRUPDWLRQ�LV�DSSOLFDEOH�WR�WKH�
Korean peninsula, and the “Middle Way” concerns our 
6RXWK�.RUHDQ�VRFLHW\��:KHQ�QRW�XVHG�LQ�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�
sense, but rather used as a political path, the “Middle 
:D\Ȋ�LV�D�FRQFHSW�FHQWHUHG�RQ�WKH�6RXWK�.RUHDQ�VRFLHW\��
Transformation and the “Middle Way” together argue 
that the Korean peninsula should be transformed into 
a better system, and in the process, a large-scale reform 
by the majority of South Korean society, which excludes 
various forms of extremism, should be carried out 
VLPXOWDQHRXVO\��

.LP� 3URIHVVRU�3DLN��WKDW�LV�H[DFWO\�P\�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��
,WȆV�D�.RUHDQ�SHQLQVXOD�VW\OH�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�GULYHQ�E\�
civic participation, and transformative centrism 
�ȉ0LGGOH�:D\Ȋ�ȂWKDW�WKH�WHUP�ȉWUDQVIRUPDWLRQȊ�
is about transforming the division system of the 
Korean peninsula, and the “Middle Way” is about the 
participation and expansion of a wide range of centrist 
IRUFHV�

3DLN� <HV��SULPDULO\�ZLWKLQ�6RXWK�.RUHD�

.LP�� <HV��,�ZLOO�RUJDQL]H�\RXU�WKRXJKWV�DORQJ�WKRVH�OLQHV��
However, because the division system has been 
subconsciously imprinted on the majority of South 
.RUHDQ�FLWL]HQV��WKH�PDLQ�DJHQW�RI�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�LV�FODLPHG�
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to be citizens, but sometimes the same citizens think 
WKDW�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�LV�XQQHFHVVDU\�

3DLN�� 2Q�WKH�RQH�KDQG��EHFDXVH�WKH�6RXWK�.RUHDQ�VRFLHW\�
is inured to the division system, it takes division for 
JUDQWHG��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�GLYLVLRQ�
is unacceptable and is believed should be changed, 
EXW�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�FDQQRW�EH�LPDJLQHG��7KLV�LV�EHFDXVH�
ZKDW�WKH�SURSRQHQWV�RI�VLPSOLVWLF�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�DUJXH�LV�
IDQWDVWLF�DQG�DEVXUG��,WȆV�MXVW�QRW�SRVVLEOH��6XFK�LQKHUHQW�
contradictions cannot gain popular support from the 
SXEOLF��$V�VXFK��,�WKLQN�WKDW�ZLWKLQ�WKH�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�
PRYHPHQW��ZH�VKRXOG�UHࡽHFW�RQ�RXUVHOYHV�DQG�FKDQJH�
WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�XQLࡼFDWLRQ��DQG�UHDOL]H�WKDW�EHLQJ�LQXUHG�
to the division is common amongst not just everyday 
SHRSOH��EXW�DOVR�DFDGHPLFVȂDW�WLPHV�HYHQ�PRUH�VR�LQ�
WKH�ODWWHU��7KDWȆV�ZK\�,�XVH�WKH�WHUP�ȉ$FTXLUHG�'LYLVLRQ�
5HFRJQLWLRQ�'HࡼFLHQF\�6\QGURPH�Ȋ�ZKLFK�,�WKLQN�LV�
H[WUHPHO\�VHYHUH�LQ�RXU�DFDGHPLF�ZRUOG���/DXJKV�

.LP�� 6FKRODUV�KDYH�PDQ\�VXFK�IDFWRUV��ODXJKV��

3DLN�� <HV��,�WKLQN�LW�LV�PRUH�FRPPRQ�DPRQJVW�VFKRODUV�

.LP�� 3URIHVVRU�3DLN��ZH�DOZD\V�NHHS�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�LQ�PLQG��EXW�
,�VHH�SRVW�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�DOVR�GHVHUYHV�PXFK�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ��
So I’m thinking about how to bring up the concerns for 
SRVW�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�RI�.RUHD�LQ�D�WLPHO\�PDQQHU��VR�,�ZRXOG�
GHHSO\�DSSUHFLDWH�\RXU�DGYLFH�

3DLN�� ,�RQFH�XVHG�WKH�WHUP�ȉXQLࡼFDWLRQ�HUDȊ�HYHQ�WKRXJK�LW�
ZDV�D�SHULRG�RI�VWULFW�GLYLVLRQ��,W�LV�QRW�MXVW�UKHWRULF�
DERXW�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�XQLࡼFDWLRQ��UDWKHU�LW�SDUWO\�
PHDQV�WKDW�WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�WKH�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�HUD�LV�JURZLQJ�
ZLWKLQ�WKH�HUD�RI�GLYLVLRQ��,Q�DGGLWLRQȂDQG�\RX�
PHQWLRQHG�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�DQG�SRVW�XQLࡼFDWLRQȂLI�WKH�
FRQFHSW�RI�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�LV�HYHQ�VOLJKWO\�DOWHUHG��LW�LV�QRW�
HDV\�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�IURP�SRVW�XQLࡼFDWLRQ��,Q�
WKH�VDPH�YHLQ��DV�WKH�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�
DQG�SRVW�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�LV�QRW�HDV\��LW�LV�GLࡺFXOW�WR�
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GLVWLQJXLVK�EHWZHHQ�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�DQG�SUH�XQLࡼFDWLRQ��
)ROORZLQJ�WKH�-XQH����-RLQW�'HFODUDWLRQ��WKH�2FWREHU�
��'HFODUDWLRQ�ZDV�LVVXHG�LQ�������DQG�,�WKLQN�WKDW�
WKHࡼ�UVW�VWDJH�RI�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�ZRXOG�QRW�KDYH�EHHQ�D�
distant reality if the subsequent implementation of 
WKH�GHFODUDWLRQV�KDG�EHHQ�FDUULHG�RXW��7KH�1RUWK�LV�
talking about a low-level federal system, but I think a 
QDWLRQDO�XQLRQ�FRPHVࡼ�UVW��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��WKHUH�DUH�KLJK�
level unions and low-level unions, and even a low-
OHYHO�XQLRQ�FRQQRWHV�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�WKDW�KDV�
HQWHUHG�DQ�LUUHYHUVLEOH�SKDVH��:H�KDYH�QRW�UHDFKHG�
WKLV�\HW��(QWHULQJ�WKDW�SKDVH�FDQ�EH�FDOOHG�XQLࡼFDWLRQ��
DQG�DQ\�VWDJH�WKHUHDIWHU��SRVW�XQLࡼFDWLRQ��+RZHYHU��
LI�WKHࡼ�UVW�VWDJH�RI�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�LV�RQO\�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�
RI�D�ORQJ�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�SURFHVV��WKHQ�WKH�VHFRQG�VWDJH�
RI�XQLࡼFDWLRQ��ZKLFK�FRQQRWHV�D�KLJKHU�OHYHO�RI�XQLW\��
LV�QRW�SRVW�XQLࡼFDWLRQ��EXW�VWLOO�SDUW�RI�WKH�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�
SURFHVV��LW�FDQ�HYHQ�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�SUH�XQLࡼFDWLRQ��,Q�
DQ\�FDVH��LI�ZH�DVVXPH�JUDGXDO��SKDVHG�XQLࡼFDWLRQ��ZH�
QHHG�QRW�ZRUU\�WRR�PXFK�DERXW�SRVW�XQLࡼFDWLRQ��ZKLFK�
ZLOO�RFFXU�DIWHU�WKDW�ORQJ�SURFHVV��2Q�WKH�FRQWUDU\��LW�
may be more prudent to engage in considering, with 
the framework broadened to the global system, how 
the transformation of the current global system, which 
precipitated and has maintained the division of the 
Korean peninsula but is impermanent, will unfold and 
WKH�W\SHV�RI�FKRLFHV�WKDW�ZLOO�EH�PDGH���

.LP�� )LQDOO\��WKH�,QVWLWXWH�RI�WKH�+XPDQLWLHV�IRU�8QLࡼFDWLRQ�
to which I belong is concerned with overcoming the 
GLYLVLRQ�DQG�DFKLHYLQJ�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�OHYHO�RI�
WKH�KXPDQLWLHV���:KLOH�QRW�WRR�ORQJ�DJR��FRQVLGHULQJ�
XQLࡼFDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�KXPDQLWLHV�OHYHO�ZDV�XQFRPPRQ��
but now many people seem to sympathize with and 
UHFRJQL]H�LW��,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�DVN�\RXU�DGYLFH�RQ�WKH�
VLJQLࡼFDQFH�RI�XQLࡼFDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�KXPDQLWLHV�OHYHO�DQG�
ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�RXU�SHUVSHFWLYHV�FDQ�EH�LPSURYHG��

Paik  In fact, I did write about this before, but I view as the 
same the integrated and practical social sciences and 
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WKH�KXPDQLWLHV�LQ�LWV�RULJLQDO�PHDQLQJ��$V�VXFK��,�WKLQN�
it’s against the spirit of the humanities to separate what 
the scholars in the humanities do from what the social 
VFLHQWLVWV�GR��$V�VXFK��H[FKDQJHV�DPRQJVW�SHRSOH�DUH�
important, but I think that the humanities scholars 
should cultivate themselves with the perception that 
WKHLU�ZRUN�FRYHUV�WKH�VRFLDO�VFLHQFHV��:KHQ�,�VD\�WKLV��
some people say, “Well, I am already extremely busy 
ZLWK�P\�RZQ�PDMRU��QRZ�,�KDYH�WR�EH�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�
social sciences, too?” (Laughs) I don’t mean humanities 
VFKRODUV�PXVW�EH�NQRZOHGJHDEOH�LQ�DOO�VXEMHFWV��,�
mean that they should move toward a convergent and 
integrated approach and subsequent research should 
EH�FDUULHG�RXW�EDVHG�RQ�VXFK�DQ�DSSURDFK�

.LP�� ,�ZLOO�WUHDVXUH�\RXU�DGYLFH��3URIHVVRU�3DLN��,�ZRXOG�OLNH�
to thank you again and again for sharing your valuable 
WLPH��7KDQN�\RX�VR�PXFK��


